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U.S. Attorney’s’!
Ouster Sought
By Justice Depl

Coplay News Service

~ WASHINGTON — - The Justlce De-
partment has asked William H. Ken-
nedy to resign as US. attorney for:
San Diego but an associate of Kenne-
“dy quoted the federal prosecutor yes- |
terday as saying he wnll not obey the
request.
Kennedy, who can be fired only by
President Reagan, - was asked to re-
sign in a Wednesday night. telephone\
call from Washington because. he
publicly confirmed a San Diego
-Union story that identified a former
top Mexjcan official as a Central I In
telligence agency source, Justice De—
- partment officials said yesterday. -
.Kennedy, who had confirmed that'
. the Justice Department blocked his
. efforts to prosecute the Mexican offi-
cial in connection with a car-theft;
ring becuase of his.Gliyeonnection,
“was unavallable for conment yester-
day i =]
The assoclate in San Dxego ‘who'l
ﬁ. quoted Kennedy as asserting he will.
“stay on the job said, “he isn 't going to
‘roll over and play dead Hes been
‘treated shabbily.” -
: A refusal by Kennedy to step down
‘would be unusual, since U.S. attor-
neys traditionally leave office when
‘requested by their supenors at the
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However, . expressions .of - support
for Kennedy and criticism of the Jus-
tice Department began' rolling in
yesterday from members: of the.San.
Diego " legal commumty, mclumng
lawyers-and judges. S B
_“{t+is ‘inconceivable ‘to -me that
anybody would be forced from office
for speaking the truth” ‘said San
Diego Supenor Court Judge Ross
Tharp, 2 fnend of the Kennedy faml-
ly LRy - -

Tharp s_ald he hopes Kennedy will
resist the attempt to oust him.

Kennedy was telephoned Wednes-
day night by Associate Attorney Gen-
eral Rudolph Giuliani. Giuliani asked
Kennedy to write a letter of resigna-
tion to President Reagan, who ap-
;pointed- him last year, Justice De—.
' partment officials said. g

Although Kennedy had confxrmed
information developed by The San
Diego Union from other sources, the
Justxce Department -criticized him
for having “put the imprimatur of
the U.S. government on that story,™
one Justice Department official said.

The official said Kennedy’s confir-
mation to the newspaper “angered
the CIA, the FBI and the (Justice)
department, and it embarrassed the
admlmstratxon thh forexgn govern-
ments.”. AT

“Thls 1s a tough admxmstratlon for
this kind-of mistake,” the . official
said. He described the. decnsxon to
seek Kennedy's reswnatxon as an
easy call.” .-

In a story pubhched in The Umon
:last Friday, Kennedy, 51, confirmed
that his intended prosecution of -Mi-
guel Nassar Haro in connection with
a major car-theft ring that smuggled
cars from Southern California into

. ¥ Nassar until Janvary headed Mex

" Giuliani and Deputy Attorney Gener-

‘Mexico had been held up-by the Jus--

STAT

tice “Departinent ~becaus?” the- CIA
saxd Nassar was a sxgmﬁcant source
‘of intelligence. .. e 3y

Jco’s Directorate of Federal Security.
= A CIA official said: Tuesday ‘the
agency’s concern for protecting Nas-

sar diminished greatly when he left;
his job as DFS director and it novq
had no obejctions to prosecution. The
official said the prosecution is ex'
pected to proceed, although Justice
Department officials said no fmal de-
cision has been made. = -

Top Justice officials, mc}udmg At—
torney General leham French
‘Smith, became angry when learning
of Kennedy’a published comments,
accordmg to departraent sources.

<. The officials obtained and re-
yxewed ~The -Union’s story Friday
-afternoon, and Giuliani on Saturday
‘ordered Kennedy to be in Washington
on Monday to explain his actions.

‘Kennedy bad two meetings with

al Edward A. -Schmults Monday

afternoon. As Kennedy was returning

fo San Diego Tuesday, Giuliani pre-
pa%ed a report for Sm.th ofﬁcnals
sai :

. Smith rewewed the case Wednes-
day morning and approved Giuliani’s
‘and Schmults’ recommendation that
Kennedy be asked to resign. -

.~ On Wednesday afternoon, Justnce
rDepartment officials told The Asso-
‘ciated Press that Kennedy had been
:asked to resign because they thought
‘Giuliani already had telephoned Ken-
‘nedy, department sources said. ;

When the news agency’s story gen-
erated inquiries to the department,
the offficials discovered that Giuliani
had yet to make the call to Kennedy.

~ Giuliani then telephoned Kennedy
around 8:30 p.m. San Diego time, ..
*- Officials refused to say what Ken,

nedy, told_Giuliani_when he heared]
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